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BREAST CANCER 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.32 pm]: Last Saturday night I went to the fiftieth birthday party 
of Robyn Stewart, who is a work colleague of my partner, Julia. I met Robyn about five or six years ago at 
a previous birthday party. I remember meeting her because she had this shock of big, boofy, curly hair. It was 
absolutely magnificent. Two years ago she was diagnosed with breast cancer and told that she would have to have 
a double mastectomy, which was then performed. Last year, she was a guest speaker at the Pink Ribbon Ball. For 
20 minutes she told of her journey through this terrible illness. She did not hold back any punches. One could have 
heard a pin drop when she explained all the gruesome parts. At the party there were six other ladies who were all 
in various stages of this terrible illness. I noticed that none of them were looking for sympathy; they were all 
strong, powerful women. It made me start to think about the women in my life starting with my grandmother, my 
mother and my sisters, and then the various other women in my life. I realised that they were also really strong 
people. It is just amazing the power I got from all these women in my life. When I think about this chamber, the 
President is female and the Leader of the House is female. We have Hon Alison Xamon who is the Deputy Leader 
of the Greens and we also have Hon Jacqui Boydell who is the Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA. 
Hon Alanna Clohesy: She is the leader, as is Hon Jacqui Boydell. 
Hon ROBIN SCOTT: I apologise. Anyway, the reason I brought this up was that last week, someone, who had 
become aware that Hon Alannah MacTiernan was not well, asked me: “If you found out you had cancer, would 
you be coming to work?” I thought I could not answer that because it was a hypothetical question. But I want to 
say that the cherry on top of the ice cream for me is Hon Alannah MacTiernan. She is here; she is performing her 
duty; she is not looking for sympathy; and I want her to know that my heart goes out to her. I wish her a speedy 
recovery, as I am sure everyone else in the chamber does. 
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